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the new City Fathers of Calcutta contemplate with joy their
prospects of success, or the odium of a failure, with diffi-
cult sanitary problems before them, and a poor, inadequate,
almost beggarly income. What the elected Commissioners
have done in the way of sanitary reforms with this poor
income is a matter of history. Gentlerfien, I remember
Calcutta some forty years ago- under the administration of
Government officials, when we as school boys had to walk
to school by open drains and reeking filth. I remember
Calcutta as it was under the Justices of the Peace, some
thirty years ago, with its awkward tale of waste and job-
bery. And I have seen year after year the improvements
effected, the sanitary reforms done, the wasteful expendi-
ture cut down, and every department of the office brought
to order, by the elected Commissioners within the last
twenty-five years, by some of the best men whom our
country has produced, and who have given years of their
life to this patriotic work. Their work has been consistent-
ly recognised in past years by successive rulers of the land,
but it is necessary to give a dog a bad name in order to hang
it; and it was reserved for Sir Alexander Mackenzie who
was a friend of self-government under the administration of
Mr. Gladstone and Lord Ripon, to end his career in India
by giving the self-government system in Calcutta a bad name
and then effectually strangling it. Gentlemen, I feel sad
whenever I think over these matters, and I feel sad when
I recollect that this thing has come to pass in the first year
of Lord Curzon*s administration. I honestly believe that
no Viceroy ever came out to India with a more sincere
desire to work for the good of the people, and with the
help and cooperation of the people, I honestly rtimlr that
his Lordship in Council gave a most careful consideration
to the question before he issued his own proposals; and if